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ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER, RURAL DEVELOPM ENT COUNCIL
UNVEIL NEW DIRECTORY OF MONTANA BUSINESS RESOURCES
MISSOULA A new, comprehensive directory of resources available to Montana businesses was unveiled
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at The University of Montana - Missoula.
The newly compiled information is available in two forms -- a 300-plus page printed
directory and a more extensive, frequently updated electronic directory available to any Montanan
with a modem-equipped personal computer or access to the Internet.
The printed document, the "Montana Business Assistance & Community Development
Resource Directory," was developed as a collaborative project by the Montana Rural Development
Council, the Montana Entrepreneurship Center, the Montana Department of Commerce and the U S
WEST Foundation. The U.S. Small Business Administration helped convert the collected resources
into an electronic format to be added to the entrepreneurship center’s computer-accessible Business
Resource Directory.
Larry Gianchetta, dean of UM’s business school, said the collected resources will greatly
assist the entrepreneurship center’s role as "a clearinghouse or a matchmaker between a business
person’s need and the resources necessary.
"The primary mission of the Montana Entrepreneurship Center is to establish the stage ol
development that an entrepreneur or a business is in, and then bring the necessary resources
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forward that will enable the business or entrepreneur to be successful," Gianchetta said.
The entrepreneurship center, established in 1990, has offices at UM-Missoula, Montana State
University-Bozeman and MSU-Billings.
The printed directory, the first of its kind in Montana, was identified as a top priority of the
Montana Rural Development Council when the council formed in July 1992. The document lists a
wide range of state and federal business resources available in Montana, and will be distributed to
agencies and organizations that provide assistance to Montana businesses.
In addition to the listings in the printed directory, the entrepreneurship center’s electronic
version features private-sector resources, resources available through Montana college and
University campuses, and listings beyond the borders of Montana. The electronic directory features
a total of about 3,500 resource listings.
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Contacts: Bob Campbell, Montana Entrepreneurship Center, (406) 243-4009, and MRDC
Executive Director Gene Vuckovich, (406) 449-4245.
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